
 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

RE: FREE INFLUENZA VACCINATIONS FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIANS 

 

The 2022 influenza season is expected to be more severe following two years of the COVID-19 

pandemic response, with reduced natural immunity and low influenza vaccination rates.   

Nationally there are higher-than-average flu cases including severe cases amongst children and 

young people which have resulted in hospitalisation. 

This is mirrored here in South Australia, with 1,195 cases of influenza notified to the Communicable 

Disease Control Branch (CDCB) as of 24 May 2022, compared to 12 at the same time in 2021.  

Of the 636,000 individuals in South Australia eligible for the free influenza vaccination through the 

National Immunisation Program (NIP), approximately 30 percent have received their influenza 

vaccination. There are an estimated 938,000 non-NIP eligible individuals yet to be vaccinated in 

South Australia.  

Due to the potential severity of the influenza season, overlayed with increased COVID cases over 

the winter period, the South Australian Government will provide access to free influenza 

vaccinations to the general South Australian community from 29 May 2022 until 30 June 2022.  

This will occur through a subsidy scheme between SA-based Pharmacists and General 

Practitioners with SA Health to ensure free access to flu vaccinations to those individuals not 

already eligible under the National Immunisation Program. Information on how practices and 

pharmacies can claim the subsidy for privately purchased influenza vaccine stock will be made 

available in coming days. 

 

SA Health will also work with General Practice and Pharmacies regarding supply chain concerns. 

I wanted to thank the AMA, RACGP, ACRRM, Pharmacy Guild and PSA for working closely with 

SA Health in developing the extension of this influenza vaccine program, ensuring we can help 

vaccinate as many South Australians as possible against the flu.  

 

Please contact the GP Liaison Team at Health.COVID-19GPLiaison@sa.gov.au for further 

information or if you have further enquiries. 

 

We thank you for your ongoing support in providing vaccinations to the South Australian 

community. 

 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
 

Dr Emily Kirkpatrick 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer 
Deputy Chief Public Health Officer 
Department for Health and Wellbeing 
28 / 05 / 2022
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